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TEXT AND EVENT IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE
Text and Event in Early Modern Europe (TEEME) is an international doctoral programme in early modern
studies funded by the European Union under the Erasmus Mundus scheme. It is structured around a unique
collaboration between university-based researchers in the Humanities and the cultural and creative sector
in four EU countries (United Kingdom, Germany, Portugal, Czech Republic). Combining the study of literature,
history and culture, TEEME is designed to prepare a new generation of research leaders, cultural managers
and policy-makers for the demands of a 21st century in which historical forgetfulness and cultural amnesia
threaten the integration of an increasingly interconnected world.

AN EU EXCELLENCE PROGRAMME
The TEEME consortium combines four exceptionally strong research environments that represent centres of national
and international excellence:
• University of Kent, United Kingdom
• Freie Universität Berlin, Germany
• Universidade da Porto, Portugal
• Univerzita Karlova v Praze (Prague), Czech Republic

As a student on the programme, you will select two of these universities as your main places of study and spend
at least one year studying in each.

ASSOCIATED PARTNERS
In addition, TEEME has established formal links with over 30 institutions within and beyond the EU. These associated
partners represent the cultural and creative industries of the four consortium countries – including museums,
galleries, theatres, concert venues, publishers, libraries, archives, trusts and charities – as well as a range of specialised
research centres and affiliated universities throughout the world. All students will benefit from these links through
dedicated work placements and targeted research missions.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH PROFILE

PROGRAMME AIMS

TEEME integrates the study of the past with impact on
the present. The programme’s principal intellectual concern
is the early modern period, understood as lasting from
c 1400 to c 1700, the foundational age of the current
world order with its political divisions and economic
dependencies, in which modern European identities were
formed in the context of nation-building, imperial ambition
and colonial expansion. As a student on the programme,
you will bring this period into meaningful relations with
current issues and concerns by focusing on the enduring
traces that early modern texts and events left, and still
leave, on today’s globalised world. History, literature and
culture will thus be taught and studied as central to the
shaping of the future.

Through the central focus on the interface between past
and present, TEEME will promote greater historical
awareness of shared European origins, foster exchange
among diverse European and non-European cultures,
and offer a unique learning experience to both EU and
international students.

WIDE-RANGING EXPERTISE

A VIBRANT RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT

Staff at each of the partner institutions have particular
areas of expertise in early modern studies:
• the University of Kent focuses on early modern social
history, close textual study, and medieval/early modern
transitions
• Freie Universität Berlin has particular expertise in
philologies and comparative literary studies, transcultural
exchange and cultural history
• the Universidade da Porto has notable strengths in the
history of European expansion, literature and Utopia,
and the study of intercultural processes
• the Univerzita Karlova v Praze specialises in critical
theory, translation studies and the history of early
modern politics.

Staff and students at all four sites collaborate in
interdisciplinary, cross-faculty research centres:
• the Centre for Medieval and Early Modern Studies at
Kent
• the Interdisciplinary Research Centre Middle Ages –
Renaissance – Early Modern Times at Berlin
• the Centre for Interdisciplinary Research on Culture,
Space and Memory, and the Centre for English,
Translation and Anglo-Portuguese Studies at Porto
• the Charles University Centre for Theoretical Studies at
Prague

Depending on your project, you will choose the two
universities best suited to your research needs.

These centres offer flourishing research environments
and regularly feature international speakers. They also
organise seminars, workshops and conferences throughout
the academic year to which TEEME students will be able
to contribute.

TEEME | TEXT AND EVENT IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE | 3

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY CMY

K

INTEGRATED MOBILITY
The mobility built into the programme is essential to its objectives and reflects the comparative focus of all TEEME
research projects. During the programme, you will spend at least one year studying in two of the consortium countries.
Any combination between the four sites is possible. Depending on your pathway and your project, you might be
studying in three EU countries overall and you will also have the opportunity to visit a research institution in a further
country within or outside the EU. The University of Kent acts as the co-ordinating institution and the location of
semester 1 for all students. Semesters 2 to 6 will be spent at your two chosen universities (one of which may be Kent).

WORK PLACEMENTS
In semester 4, you will undertake a dedicated work placement lasting up to six weeks in one of your two chosen
countries of study. These work placements are offered by our associated partners and will significantly enhance your
employment prospects and strengthen the links between scholarship and industry. All of TEEME’s associated partners
prominently cover early modern themes and contents in their operational range.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
TEEME also incorporates an annual conference which brings together all students as well as staff from the four
degree-awarding partners. Hosted by each of the consortium universities in turn, the conference provides a platform
to meet and exchange ideas, to keep in touch with the rest of the cohort, and to foster collaboration.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
Spread over six semesters, the TEEME programme features
a combination of interconnected research and skills
strands. Both strands run side by side throughout the
three years, though greater emphasis will be placed on
the acquisition of study skills in the first half of the
doctorate, while research activities will be more prominent
in the second half of the programme.
• The research strand is laid out in progressive stages

that enable you to develop gradually into a competent
and fully qualified researcher, culminating in the
production and submission of a thesis.
• The skills strand includes modules on subject-specific,
generic and transferable skills, elective modules, special
skills courses tailored to early modernists, as well as an
integrated work placement in the cultural and creative
industries.

• The skills strand has a different emphasis at each site,

reflected in the choice of elective modules: manuscript
work and textual study at Kent, philology and cultural
theory at Berlin, interculturality and intertextuality in
Porto, and literary theory and translation studies at
Prague.
In addition, each site offers regular courses, seminars
and workshops on a variety of further transferable skills
such as project organisation and management, academic
communication and writing, networking, and career
management. You will also contribute to an electronic
discussion platform and participate in virtual seminars
and online workshops.

EUROPEAN CREDIT TRANSFER SYSTEM (ECTS)
All training and research activities receive full recognition in the form of European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)
points. Over the duration of the degree, you acquire a minimum of 180 credits, split into 120 credits for research
activities and work on the thesis, and 60 credits for skills training, curricular elements and the work placement.
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SUPERVISION AND ASSESSMENT
You benefit from two supervisors, one from each of the two chosen places of study. The composition of the
international supervisory team is considered at application stage and finalised with you during the individual pathway
consultations in semester 1. Supervisors work closely together and are in regular contact with you. In addition, you
must attend two formal progress meetings each year. Staff at all four partner universities prioritise independent
and original thinking, the capacity for critical analysis, a broad knowledge of the field including its most recent
methodologies, and the ability to situate research in wider contexts and make connections with the work of others.

FINAL DEGREE
The final thesis should be between 75,000 and 100,000 words in length and demonstrate the creation and interpretation
of new knowledge through original research. On successful completion of the TEEME programme, you are awarded
a joint or double degree from two of the four partner universities.

ENHANCED LANGUAGE SKILLS
TEEME is committed to an educational programme that enables you to embrace a global academic agenda and to
appreciate the linguistic and historical diversity of cultural regions within the EU. Each student begins the programme
with competence in English and one other language, tested at application stage. Depending on your pathway, you
may then acquire additional skills in either one or two further EU languages.
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

1. Selection to the programme is based on high academic
achievement, the fit of your research project with the
TEEME expectations and an assessment of your potential
and commitment to complete high-quality research.

Most students are eligible to apply for a fully funded
Erasmus Mundus Fellowship. Each year from 2011 to
2015, there will be between seven and ten Fellowships
available for both overseas and EU students. In addition,
each of the four partner universities provide or administer
targeted research grants as well as partially or fully
funded studentships other than Erasmus Mundus. Full
details of all funding opportunities and eligibility criteria
are available at www.teemeurope.eu

2. You will normally be expected to hold a good or very
good second-cycle degree (usually a Master’s) in any
area of literature, history or cultural studies. Applicants
from other Humanities or Social Science subjects will
also be considered.
3. Non-native speakers of English must demonstrate
proficiency in English at level C1 (‘proficient user’) as
defined in the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) through, for example,
an IELTS certificate at level 7.0 or a score of 100
(including a minimum 22 in both writing and reading)
in the internet-based TOEFL.
4. Students whose native language is English will be
required to demonstrate competence in another EU
language at CEFR level B2 (independent user).
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Canterbury, United Kingdom

Berlin, Germany

You are required to demonstrate your eligibility and
academic achievement through the submission of relevant
documentation, including:

The closing date for applications will be around
mid-December in the year preceding year 1 of the
doctorate. Non-Fellowship applications can be submitted
until the end of June in year 1. Please check the website
for exact deadlines and further details.
The maximum number of students admitted to the
programme in any one year is 16.

HOW TO APPLY
APPLICATION PROCEDURE

• detailed transcripts with grades and degree classification
• a copy of your degree certificates
• a current CV (European format)
• a certificate of language ability
• a statement of purpose (maximum 500 words)
• a research proposal including justification of the

proposed mobility pathway (maximum 1,500 words).
We are looking for research projects that are comparative
and interdisciplinary in conception, that bear a clear
relation to present needs and debates, and that span
at least two different linguistic, religious and/or ethnic
cultures within Europe, or that relate one European
with one non-European culture, in the period 1400 to
1700, or in later political or cultural uses and
representations of early modern literature and history.
• the names of two referees who will attest to your
academic standing and potential.
Applications should be made via the TEEME website at
www.teemeurope.eu/applications/index-applications.html

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information on the TEEME international
doctoral programme, contact:
Professor Bernhard Klein
School of English,
Faculty of Humanities,
University of Kent
(Co-ordinating institution),
Canterbury,
Kent CT2 7NX, UK
E: teeme@kent.ac.uk
or visit www.teemeurope.eu
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